GUIDED TOUR OF THE YEAR
SMALL VISITOR ATTRACTION
OF THE YEAR

WORKING WATERMILL | ART GALLERIES
FOOD & DRINK | CREATIVE ARTISANS

the creative heart
of Lyme

www.townmill.org.uk
/TheTownMill

@thetownmill

Registered Charity Number 104 16 14

@TownMill1

11th - 12th May

Mills Weekend
Performance by HiDDen. Audio visual talk on the
refurbishment of the water wheel.

tear off and keep safe

2019 key events

history and
restoration
a thousand years

School Holiday Activities

Milling has taken place in Lyme Regis for nearly a millennium.
However, the present site dates back to at least 1340, when
Edward III granted a licence to The Town Mill. During the
English Civil War in 1644 the mill was severely damaged.
It was rebuilt shortly after, and most of the buildings you see
today date from this time.

13th -22nd September

decline

22nd - 23rd June

Bee Weekend
24th July - 30th August

Dorset Architectural Heritage Week
13th & 22nd From Grain to Loaf Baking Course
20th Cream Tea & Tour
22nd Tour and a Pint
23rd October

Kid’s Halloween Party
31st October

Ghost Hunt

over 18 only

December 2019

Christmas at the Mill
Trees for Life, Father Christmas, Christmas Craft Weekends
18th January 2020

From Grain to Loaf Baking Course
18th February 2020

Fairy/ Pirate Gardens

From the 1850s onwards, the Town Mill struggled. Cheap
imported grain and improved roller-milling technology put
its finances under pressure, and it eventually closed in 1926.
It then lay derelict for over 60 years.

rescue & restoration
In 1991 the local district council announced plans to demolish the
mill. Locals opposed the plans and raised over £500,000, took
over the buildings and begin the restoration. Ten years later The
Town Mill reopened, milling the first flour for over 70 years.

the mill today
The Town Mill is the only volunteer-run, non-commercial mill
that mills virtually every day of the year. The mill complex is a
thriving arts hub, occasional entertainment venue, education
and community space and home to a variety of creative small
businesses.
We are a registered charity (Number 104 16 14) and we
welcome donations to help secure the future of the mill.

3rd - 20th April 2020

Easter activities

for the up to date news and
events visit townmill.org.uk
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opening hours

The Town Mill & Visitor Centre

Watermill tours run daily 11-4pm*.
The mill may remain open later for special events or to
support our education programme.
*Dependent on volunteer availability. Please call first if planning a
special journey to avoid disappointment.
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creative
heart of Lyme

the

Just a few minutes’ walk from the seafront and high street,
The Town Mill is Dorset’s ‘Small Visitor Attraction of the
Year’ and one of the highlights of a visit to Lyme. We are a
unique mix of working watermill, art galleries and creative
artisans. It’s a great place to while away an hour or two.

mill tours
Miller guided tours, entry by donation to our charitable
trust! Our volunteers will tell you all about the fascinating
rescue and restoration of the mill, and demonstrate the
giant waterwheel powering the mill as it grinds the grain.
There is also our micro hydroelectric system to see.
We aim to run tours daily, 11am-4pm, dependent on
volunteer availability. Please phone ahead if planning a
special visit or a long journey.

miller’s
garden

group tours

The Miller’s garden is a tranquil space
to escape the bustle of Lyme Regis
and unwind. Designed to use plants
that would have been available to
the miller and his wife in an earlier
century. The plan creates four raised
beds around a small mulberry tree,
divided by gravel paths.

“
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Very interesting
guided tour…

”

Photo credit: Daryl Turner

Our volunteers love sharing their knowledge of the mill with
pre booked group visits. We will taylor your tour to cater for
your group’s itinerary. To book call 01297 444042 or email
us on info@townmill.org.uk

An arbour is being created around
the bench to form an area of green
shade and fruit trees run along
the high wall between the garden
and the mill leat footpath. Work
on the garden started in 2000,
clearing rubbish and controlling the
ground elder that had overrun the
garden. This was followed by the
construction of the raised beds with
willow edging and planting,
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bakehouse
attic
a space to hire
Lyme Regis’s versatile room for hire
equipped with ovens for bespoke baking
courses, Projector and screen for talks,
presentations and meetings.
This learning space nestled in the Mills
courtyard tucked away from the bustle of
town is the perfect space, used by artists
for weekly classes, school visits and our
unique grain to loaf baking courses are
now available to hire.
Class room style, theatre style, boardroom
style which style is your style?
Catering facilities available. Enquire about
viewing the room. Bookings now being
taken by the hour, half day or full day.

from grain

For details, contact info@townmill.org.uk

to loaf
baking courses

This is a baking course with a difference.
Your day will start milling your own flour
in the Town Mill, develop your skills
proving, shaping and baking your dough.
13th & 22nd September, and 18th
January 2020. This is a full day course
including lunch. Full details available on
our website. Booking essential. Limited
spaces. See website for details.
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education
The Town Mill has milled grain for over five hundred years. With its milling machinery
spread over three large floors, this watermill offers opportunities for the study of history,
science and geography topics within Key Stages 1, 2 and 3 of the national curriculum.
The bakehouse attic can be available during your visit for baking or class room based
activities. If you wish to book an educational visit, contact info@townmill.org.uk
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Wheat

Rye

Flour

the creative heart of Lyme

Spelt

Flour

Flour

Organic

Organic

Stone ground

Stone ground

Hand-milled

Hand-milled

Wholegrain

Wholemeal

Locally grown

Locally grown

Organic
Stone ground
Hand-milled
Wholemeal
Maris Widgeon
heritage grain
Locally grown
Milled with love in our
700 year old watermill

Milled with love in our
700 year old watermill

300g
approx.

Registered Charity No: 104 16 14

town mill

stoneground flour
Town Mill artisan flour is unique in more ways than one. Milled by hand in our
mediaeval watermill, each batch of grain is processed by one of our volunteer
community, who has been trained to follow a traditional milling method.
You can purchase our delicious flour in our shop, as well as a range of baking kits,
to help you create exceptional homemade bread and other bakes. Whichever
bag of flour you choose, you can be sure that your purchase benefits our
charitable trust, which keeps the historic mill running. We are sure you’ll enjoy
the experience as much as we do.

Wholemeal flour, using
strong Maris Widgeon
heritage wheat from
Tamarisk Farm in West
Bexington, Dorset,
behind Chesil Beach.
300g

£1.00

1kg

£2.50

1.5kg

£3.00

300g
approx.

Registered Charity No: 104 16 14

Rye, also from cereal
organically grown
at Tamarisk Farm.
This low-in-gluten,
highly flavoured
grain is excellent for
people who have an
intolerance to wheat.

Spelt, using grain
from the organic estate
Sharpham Park near
Glastonbury on the
Somerset Levels,
where spelt has been
grown since the
Bronze and Iron ages.

1kg

300g

£1.50

1kg

£4.00

£3.00

Town Mill Baking Kits

£5

Town Mill offers a choice of kits. Treat yourself or purchase as a gift.

Bread Making Kit

Sour Dough Kit

This kit contains a loaf tin, yeast and flour
produced in a traditional way perfect to
bake your own Town Mill loaf.

Cultivate a frothy billowing wild yeast ready to
make a perfect sour dough loaf. Kilner style
lidded jar and spelt flour included.

Children’s Kit

Dog Kit

We have a choice of four kits to choose from:

We don’t want your four legged best friend
to miss out so why not buy a doggy treat kit
complete with bone shaped cutters to make
it extra special.

• Cookie kits with different shaped cutters

Proud to supply River Cottage

• Jurassic cup cakes

ask about our commercial

• Playdough

flour sales

Milled with love in our
700 year old watermill

1kg
approx.

Registered Charity No: 104 16 14

• Ginger bread kit

All kits have easy to follow instructions/
recipe cards.

10kg minimum order. Contact us on info@townmill.org.uk
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creative artisans
at the town mill...

Nestling around a cobbled courtyard, these restored
mill buildings house a working flour watermill, as well
as art galleries, artists’ studios, a café, a silversmith, a
seamstress, an aromatherapist, a pottery shop, a seaweed
design company, a design agency and a micro-brewery.

Bespoke deeply relaxing massage
applying organic essential oils to
rebalance body and soul.
Heather Dawn Godfrey

WISH YOU
WERE BEER
No visit to Lyme Regis would be complete without
sampling some of the local brew. Lyme Regis Brewery
have been hand crafting a range of traditional
award-winning ales on The Jurassic Coast since 2010.
Then, in late 2018, four local lads took over the helm of
the brewery with the dream to evolve a broader range of
new-age craft beers.
Visit the refurbished brewery tap to witness brewing
demonstrations, meet the team and enjoy a beer
over a story or two.

A moment’s peace and tranquillity;
rediscover your inner sense of
calm, wellness and wellbeing.

To book your appointment
and for further details:
Telephone 07419 777 451
heather@aromantique.co.uk
www.aromantique.co.uk
OUT
NOW

The Brewery Tap
The Town Mill Mill Lane
Lyme Regis DT7 3PU
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Town Mill Pottery
tel: 07751 447963

Sew LaDiDa Vintage
www.sewladidavintage.com
We are a dressmaking pattern manufacturer,
fabric shop and sewing school. Caroline
and her team have designed and produced
a range of classic style dress patterns that
flatter the modern body. Visit our studio to
buy our patterns, choose from a fabulous
range of fabrics or enrol on one of our
sewing courses or workshops.

The pottery is based in the Stable Block.
The potters Berey, Don and Harry make
their own work, using varied techniques,
clays and glazes. They are all happy to
explain what they are doing, so pop in and
see what they are up to.
They all make predominantly domestic
ware. Occasionally they offer ‘throw a pot’
sessions, where visitors can try their hand at
the potter’s wheel. There is a small display
area in which you can browse and make any
purchases you wish.

Molesworth & Bird
www.molesworthandbird.com

Courtyard Café
www.courtyardcafelyme.co.uk
tel. 01297 445757
The food Laura serves at the Courtyard
Cafe is freshly made and locally sourced,
Fair Trade and organic where possible.
She cooks everything on the premises
with love, care and attention to detail and
nutrition in mind. All diets are catered for,
including gluten-free and vegan options.
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10 by 8 Print Studio
www.10by8printstudio.com
Karen@10by8printstudio.com
Set amongst the fields in rural Devon, we
are a small independent print studio.

Drop by daily, from 9:30am to 4:00pm

Equipped for teaching on a 1:1 basis or in
a small group setting, we offer a range of
workshops, from Monoprinting, Collagraph
and Drypoint to Lino printing fabrics.

Winter opening hours, 11:30am to 3:30pm
(closed Wednesdays)

Find us upstairs, in the newly refurbished
bakehouse attic.

New on the Town Mill block - in the Miller’s
Garage - are interior stylists Melanie Molesworth
and Julia Bird, whose first shop is inspired by
their shared love of nature and especially British
seaweeds. Pop in and see their workshop and
discover the natural delicacy, colour and beauty
of their locally gathered seaweed specimens.
You’ll find a selection of stylish framed original
pressed seaweeds, limited edition prints,
cards, tea towels and other seaweedy gifts all
designed by Melanie and Julia and made in the
UK. Plans are afoot for seaweed-foraging and
pressing workshops, so keep an eye on their
website for details.
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the design agency by the sea...

carving out big ideas
Jewellery by
Lucy Campbell
Silversmith and jeweller, Lucy Campbell,
takes inspiration from the coastal
landscape around Lyme. Delicate, circular
forms are a recurrent theme, with shells,
fossils and other seashore and organic
textures appearing throughout her jewellery
collection. Her work has a contemporary
handmade look, with the “maker’s mark”
left beautifully visible.
Each piece is handmade and has taken
many hours of work and care. Lucy’s shop

is also her workshop, where you can see
her making her range of sparkling and
original jewellery. If you are looking for
something original or just want to watch an
artisan in action, drop in and take a peek.

Find Lucy at The Town Mill, Mill Lane,
Lyme Regis DT7 3PU

www.lucycampbell.net
Tel. 01297 442284

get

involved

volunteering
Lyme Regis Town Mill offers flexible volunteering to
suit anyone from engineering to communication. Our
volunteers include people from many backgrounds,
including skilled professionals and retired people, many
of whom had little or no experience of volunteering at a
flour mill.
We are looking to build on our family so that we can offer
full time opening hours by having volunteers always
available. Flexibility is key to our organisation - you can
volunteer at a time and day that fits around you.
Our key to success is having a wide body of enthusiastic
people who wish to be part of a unique experience.
Interested? Here’s a little more about the roles:
• Millers - we will train you in the skill of milling,
producing flour to be sold in our front of house area.
• Tour Guides - learn fun facts about the mill and pass
on to our eager visitors, this can be combined with
milling.
• Front of House volunteers who like people. They
are our information point for our community, who
welcome and sell the experience.
• Social media
achievements;

Speakers are available for audio visual
presentations to local groups and
organisations. For more details, contact
us on info@townmill.org
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world

and

want

to

share

our

• Engineers or people who have a thirst for learning
new hands-on skills. We have recently appeared on
BBC Spotlight.
We are looking for enthusiastic volunteers, forward
thinkers; whatever your passion and skill set we have
a role for you. Please do get in touch for this unique
opportunity to join our family
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become a friend

Art is an important element
of the Town Mill, Visit our
evolving galleries for art and
events during the year.

Please consider making an annual gift
of £60 to help us keep this rich cultural
centre alive. Your contribution will help
and support augmenting the work of the
Town Mill’s Charitable Trust which looks
after the Mill’s historic buildings and runs
a year-round schedule of activities. Our
dedicated volunteers work tirelessly, milling
flour, welcoming visitors and stewarding art
exhibitions. The Town Mill is also proud to
have created employment opportunities
for its small artisan businesses. With your
support we can do even more! Please
consider making an annual gift of £60 to
help us keep this rich cultural centre alive.

courtyard
gallery

visit website for full details.
Interested in Exhibiting or hiring the space?
Contact The Town Mill for details

of the town mill

Enjoy being part of this extraordinary
project knowing that your contribution will
go towards:

•
•
•
•

Sustaining our heritage
Keeping the arts and history alive
Maintaining the ancient buildings
Repairs to the mill and
waterwheel

If you would like to become a ‘Friend’,
please complete the form below and return
it with your donation.

Name

the

malthouse gallery

Address
Postcode
Email

Tel

I enclose subscription of £60. Please make cheques payable to: The Town Mill Trust and send with
this form to the address overleaf, or please pay by bank transfer to: Sort Code: 08-92-99 Account:
69713529, reference ‘your surname’ and email managertownmill@googlemail.com to tell us you
have done so.
Make your money work harder by Gift Aiding your additional donation. If you pay tax the Trust will
receive 25p for every £1 of your additional donation.
I would like The Town Mill Trust to treat all donations I make from this date on as Gift Aid until I
notify you otherwise. I am a UK taxpayer and UK resident for tax purposes and will notify you if the
situation changes.

Signature

Date

10% off in the Town Mill Shop
Exchange this voucher following a mill tour on a minimum £5 spend in the Town Mill shop.
Single transaction only, cannot be used on commercial flour sales. Terms and conditions apply, see full details in shop. Valid until April 2020
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visitors information

Map used
by kind
permission
of Lyme Regis
Town Council

how to find us
By train Our nearest station is
Axminster, which is 15 minutes
by bus or taxi.

Mill Lane Lyme Regis DT7 3PU
t 01297 444042 e info@townmill.org.uk

www.townmill.org.uk
/TheTownMill

@thetownmill

@TownMill1

the creative heart of Lyme
Registered Charity Number 104 16 14

By bus First Bus, route 51,
runs between Axminster and
Dorchester. The X53 Jurassic
Coast bus runs between
Axminster and Weymouth.
9A runs between Exeter and
Lyme Regis.
Parking There is no public
parking at the mill, so the site
is best approached on foot.

